


VSOõs Role in Suicide 
Prevention

Ç Identifying at risk veterans

Ç Working with partner agencies for treatment

Ç Reaching spouses to assist in suicide 

prevention



Bill Harpel

ʳ Chair Clarksville Montgomery County Suicide Prevention Alliance (Mayorõs 

Challenge) 

ʳ Military Liaison, City of Clarksville 

ʳ Civilian Aide to the Secretary of the Army

ʳ Retired Clarksville Police 

ʳ MBA, APSU



ʳ The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) is the 

agency within the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) that leads 

public health efforts to advance the behavioral health of the nation and to improve 

the lives of individuals living with mental and substance use disorders, and their 

families.



SAMHSA Strategic Plan FY2019-
FY2023
ʳ In order to achieve its mission, SAMHSA has identified five priority areas to better meet the behavioral health care 

needs of individuals, communities, and service providers. The five priority areas are:

1. Combating the Opioid Crisis through the Expansion of Prevention, Treatment, and Recovery Support Services.

2. Addressing Serious Mental Illness and Serious Emotional Disturbances.

3. Advancing Prevention, Treatment, and Recovery Support Services for Substance Use.

4. Improving Data Collection, Analysis, Dissemination, and Program and Policy Evaluation.

5. Strengthening Health Practitioner Training and Education.

ʳ SAMHSAôs work is guided by five core principles that are being infused throughout the Agencyôs activities. The five 
core principles are:

1. Supporting the adoption of evidence-based practices.

2. Increasing access to the full continuum of services for mental and substance use disorders.

3. Engaging in outreach to clinicians, grantees, patients, and the American public.

4. Collecting, analyzing, and disseminating data to inform policies, programs, and practices.

5. Recognizing that the availability of mental health and substance use disorder services are integral to everyoneôs 
health.



SAMHSA has partnered with the United 
States Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) 
to bring theGovernorõs and Mayorõs 
Challenges to Prevent Suicide Among 
Service Members, Veterans, and their 
Familiesto states and communities across 
the Nation.



MAYORõS CHALLENGES TO PREVENT 
SUICIDE AMONG SERVICE MEMBERS, 

VETERANS, AND THEIR FAMILIES



THE ALLIANCE IS A LOCAL GROUP THAT HAS GROWN FROM A 
PILOT PROGRAM CONVENED BY THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF 

VETERANS AFFAIRS AND THE FEDERAL SUBSTANCE ABUSE AND 
MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES ADMINISTRATION. ITS MEMBERS 
COME FROM VARIOUS MENTAL HEALTH, PUBLIC HEALTH AND 

VETERANS SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS.

The goal of The Alliance is preventing suicide by promoting a comprehensive 

public health approach that empowers the Clarksville-Montgomery County 

community to take action.



Four Sub Committees 

ʳ Crisis Mapping

ʳ Messaging

ʳ Data

ʳ Events



Members of the Alliance 

ʳ City of Clarksville

ʳ Montgomery County Health Department

ʳ VA Healthcare

ʳ MCVSO

ʳ TN National Guard

ʳ BlanchfieldArmy Community Hospital

ʳ Fort Campbell Sexual Harassment Assault Response Prevention (SHARP)

ʳ Reboot Recovery

ʳ Montgomery County Veterans Coalition

ʳ Tennessee Suicide Prevention Network

ʳ Clarksville Military Ministry 

ʳ Independent Mental Health Providers   



Andrew Kester

ʳ Co-ChairClarksville Montgomery County Suicide Prevention Alliance 

ʳ Director Montgomery County Veterans Service Organization Feb 2019-Present

ʳ US Army retired 1990-2010

ʳ Educational Doctorial Degree, WKU 



2018 TN Suicide Rates

Age Group Tennessee 

Veteran Suicides

National Veteran 

Suicides

Tennessee 

Veteran Suicide 

Rate

National Veteran 

Suicide Rate

Total 181 6435 38.6 32.0

18-34 29 874 65.9 45.9

35-54 53 752 43.8 33.4

55-74 72 1110 34.8 30.4

75+ 27 523 27.8 27.4



List of partner agencies for treatment

ʳ VA Healthcare

ʳ Centerstone/ Cohen Center

ʳ BlanchfieldArmy Community Hospital 

ʳ Vet Center

ʳ SAFE

ʳ TRICARE referred providers



List of Outreach Events 

ʳ 2019 Suicide Prevention Summit 

ʳ Sept 2020 Public Awareness Day

ʳ Nov 2020 Veterans Day Parade

ʳ Dec 2020 Christmas Parade

ʳ Oct 2021 Suicide Awareness Conference 



#BeThere Clarksville serves to introduce the community to the Clarksville 

Suicide Prevention Alliance and its efforts to reduce suicide through effective 

messaging, caregiver training, and data gathering and analysis. A longer-term 

goal is to establish structure and funding for a full-time community suicide 

prevention coordinator.

TEXT:

TN to 741741

Crisis Text Line



THE CHRISTIAN MCCAFFREY FOUNDATION IS PARTNERING WITH 
REBOOT RECOVERY TO LAUNCH A NEW INITIATIVE:22 AND 

TROOPS.

This spring, we're breaking through into new territory to reach and help more people than ever before. 

One major opportunity to spread REBOOTõs message of hope and healing has come through 22 and 
Troops, a new initiative from the Christian McCaffrey Foundation. NFL running back Christian McCaffrey 
and his partners respond to the most pressing needs and challenges of military families. With 22 and 

Troops, Christian will use his national platform to amplify the life-changing work of REBOOT and our 
amazing course leaders! 

22 veterans die by suicide every day.

These heroes and their families canõt wait. The time to turn things around is right now. 

https://rebootrecovery.lt.emlnk1.com/Prod/link-tracker?redirectUrl=aHR0cHMlM0ElMkYlMkZ3d3cuY2hyaXN0aWFubWNjYWZmcmV5MjIub3JnJTJGMjJhbmR0cm9vcHM=&a=65980932&account=rebootrecovery%2Eactivehosted%2Ecom&email=%2F2ZiHzsj35bQMX1K%2B%2B4Z%2ByBAWaAotQkn8fTjdS3g5M8%3D&s=a87a8e35ba34836350b2f5dca939d6ed&i=1428A2755A31A11321


Purpose in Life, Satisfaction in Life

ʳSuicide is the loss of purpose

ʳAug 2021 Purpose Event (OSD/MCVC)


